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Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  once  said:  “Your  miscellaneous 
popular  charities  and  the  thousand-fold  relief  societies  — 
though  I  confess  with  shame  that  I  sometimes  succumb  and 
give  the  dollar,  yet  it  is  a  wicked  dollar,  which  by-and-by 
I  shall  have  the  manhood  to  withhold.” 

To  Emerson’s  apprehension  the  manifold  philanthropic 
agencies  existing  at  the  time  he  made  this  cutting  remark 
were  increasing  in  but  too  many  instances  the  very  evil  they 
were  trying  to  remedy.  As  he  viewed  them,  they  were 
encouraging  and  extending  pauperism,  for  they  were  under¬ 
mining  the  manhood  and  womanhood  of  the  people  they 
were  trying  to  benefit.  The  indigent  whom  they  aided  they 
assisted  in  such  a  way  as  to  encourage  and  develop  in  them 
the  feeling  that  they  could  depend  for  their  support  upon 
them. 

The  intentions  of  these  agencies  were  of  the  best,  but  they 
were  unconsciously  aiding  and  abetting  in  the  destruction  of 
all  self-reliance  on  the  part  of  the  recipients  of  their  liberality. 
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They  were  demoralizing  character.  They  were  multiplying 
paupers.  This  is  what  Emerson  must  have  meant  when  he 
spoke  as  he  did  of  charitable  and  relief  societies. 

His  remark  was  an  exaggerated  way  of  expressing  himself. 
It  was  satirically  made  :  and  satire  is  always  an  exaggeration. 
Nevertheless  it  had  a  basis  in  truth  at  the  time  it  was  spoken. 

But  since  then  the  methods  of  charitable  organizations 
have  been  radically  changed.  The  evils  of  indiscriminate 
and  lavish  almsgiving  have  been  recognized,  and  now  the 
uppermost  thought  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  caught 
the  spirit  dominant  in  the  charity  of  to-day  is  to  foster 
self-reliance,  to  build  up  character,  to  prevent  pauperism. 

The  present  patrons  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly  Society 
and  all  others  who  are  disposed  to  help  in  its  work  may  rest 
assured  that  the  people  who  are  administering  its  charities 
are  in  heartiest  sympathy  with  the  wise  charitable  methods  of 
the  time,  and  are  strenuously  endeavoring,  in  the  charitable 
work  which  devolves  upon  them  to  do,  to  have  those  methods 
effectively  realized.  No  one  need  hesitate  to  entrust  his 
money  for  charitable  purposes  in  this  community  to  this 
Society  for  fear  that  it  may  not  be  discreetly  and  wisely  used. 

Let  no  one  conceive  the  erroneous  idea,  because  the 
Friendly  Society  keeps  before  it  as  its  constant  aim  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  self-reliance  on  the  part  of  its  beneficiaries  and  the 
prevention  of  pauperism,  that  therefore  it  is  in  danger  of 
neglecting  to  give  immediate  relief  to  those  who  stand  in 
need  of  it.  In  trying  to  do  its  duty  in  the  one  direction,  it 
does  not  lose  sight  of  its  duty  in  the  other.  It  endeavors  to 
be  what  its  name  implies  —  a  friend.  All  cases  of  destitution 
which  come  to  the  knowledge  of  its  visitors  are  at  once 
assisted. 

In  its  endeavors  to  be  the  friend  of  the  destitute,  it  may 
happen  that  it  may  make  mistakes.  Some  one  may  be 
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assisted  who  ought  not  to  be,  or  some  one  may  not  be 
assisted  who  ought  to  be.  If  any  of  the  friends  and  patrons 
of  the  Society  should  ever  know  of  any  such  mistake,  they 
will  be  doing  a  kindness  if  they  will  make  it  known  to  any 
of  the  officers  and  visitors  of  the  Society. 

Some  such  society  as  the  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly  Society 
is  a  necessity  in  a  community  like  this.  It  grew  out  of  the 
necessity  of  the  situation.  If  it  should  cease  to  exist,  some 
other  would  soon  have  to  take  its  place.  It  is  simply  the 
agent  for  those  who  have  more  than  enough  for  their  needs 
and  who  are  not  objects  of  charity  to  help  in  the  most 
effective  way  those  of  their  less  fortunate  brethren  who  have 
not  enough  for  their  needs  and  who  are  objects  of  charity. 
Such  an  agency  every  Christian  man  and  woman  will  wel¬ 
come,  and  will  gladly  avail  himself  of,  in  his  desire  to  assist 
the  distressed  who  live  in  the  same  community  with  him. 

And  here  it  may  be  well  to  remark  that  the  Friendly  Society 
does  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  discouraging  private 
charity,  provided,  those  who  undertake,  as  individuals,  to 
aid  the  destitute  will  not  give  indiscriminately,  will  investigate 
each  application  to  them  for  aid,  will  endeavor  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  families  and  individuals  they  may  assist, 
with  the  view  of  helping  them  to  regain  their  independence 
and  self-supporting  character.  For  those  who  are  unwilling 
or  unable  to  do  this,  the  Society  offers  itself  as  an  agency 
which  the  benevolent  can  employ,  in  the  confidence  that  their 
contributions  to  its  treasury  will  accomplish  not  only  what 
their  generous  impulses  would  prompt  them  to  do  themselves, 
but  also  will  be  used  discreetly  and  in  a  way  to  bring  about 
good  results. 

Asking  the  residents  of  this  community  who  have  heretofore 
contributed  to  the  funds  of  the  Friendly  Society,  and  all  who 
have  come  among  us  since  our  last  report,  to  regard  the 
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Society  for  what  it  really  is,  —  their  agent  in  fulfilling  a 
Christian  duty,  —  we  come  to  them  again  through  our  solicitors 
for  the  means  to  carry  on  the  Society’s  beneficent  work  for 
another  year.  Besides  money,  we  also  ask  for  your  interest 
and  sympathy. 

On  our  part  we  propose  to  do  the  best  we  can  to  fulfill  the 
trust  reposed  in  us.  That  we  may  be  the  more  successful,  we 
urge  all  who  may  have  knowledge  of  errors  in  the  work  of 
the  Society  among  the  poor  to  make  it  known  to  some  officer 
or  visitor,  so  that  the  error  may  be  remedied  if  possible ;  or 
if  it  is  too  late  for  that,  so  that  it  may  be  avoided  in  the 
future. 

The  following  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  work  done 
by  the  Friendly  Society  from  October  i,  1884  to  May  1, 
1885,  so  far  as  it  can  be  represented  by  figures.  But  it 
conveys  no  idea  of  the  negative  work  done  —  if  the  expression 
may  be  allowed.  It  is  oftentimes  more  laborious  to  find  out 
what  not  to  do  than  it  is  to  discover  the  right  thing  to  do. 
It  is  also  to  be  considered  that  figures  are  totally  inadequate 
to  convey  a  complete  idea  of  the  good  that  may  have  been 
done,  and  of  the  evil  prevented. 

Articles  Made  by  Applicants  for  Work. 


For  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum . 778 

For  New  England  Hospital . 312 

For  Children’s  Mission . 57 

For  Private  Orders . 13 

Articles  made  and  sold . 262 

Articles  made  and  given  away . 196 

Articles  made  and  on  hand  May  1st . 68 


Total . 1,686 


Also  given  away  49  pairs  of  boots  and  rubbers. 
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Applicants  for  work,  75.  Of  these,  37  were  men.  Twenty- 
eight  women  have  received  sewing ;  washing  and  cleaning 
have  been  found  for  seven  women ;  temporary  work  for  two 
men.  Seventy  families  have  been  visited ;  306  visits  having 
been  made  upon  them. 

The  private  orders  for  sewing  have  not  been  as  large  this 
last  year  as  during  the  previous  year.  The  Society  partic¬ 
ularly  solicits  such  orders :  for  both  the  Society  and  appli¬ 
cants  for  work  are  benefited  at  the  same  time.  Almost 
always  there  are  among  the  applicants  for  sewing  skilled 
needlewomen,  who  are  equal  to  almost  any  work  that  may 
be  assigned  them. 

The  Society  in  some  instances  has  pursued  the  policy  of 
loaning  money  to  those  in  temporary  distress,  to  help  them 
tide  over  their  misfortunes.  Its  success  thus  far  in  having 
the  loans  repaid  has  been  encouraging,  and  warrants  the 
continuance  of  this  method  of  aiding  the  needy  when  the 
circumstances  are  such  as  to  suggest  its  employment. 

We  have  to  thank  Mr.  Vogel  for  his  annual  gift  of  boots 
and  shoes ;  also  the  Gas  Company  for  supply  of  coke. 

The  Society  has  sent  its  annual  contribution  of  $100  to  the 
Registration  Bureau  of  the  Associated  Charities. 

The  Society’s  agent  is  to  be  found  at  the  Society’s  room  at 
Curtis  Hall,  every  day,  from  10  o’clock  a. m.  until  1  o’clock  p.m., 
except  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  holidays. 

S.  U.  SHEARMAN,  President. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly  Society  would 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1885  :  — 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  year .  $23.89 

Subscriptions  and  donations . 1,131.35 

Sales .  202.46 

From  Loans .  21.00 

Balance  received  from  Agent  .  4.50 

$1,383.20 

EXPENDITURES. 

Work  through  Employment  Committee  .  $260.00 

Materials . 185.01 

Provisions  and  milk .  86.91 

Agent’s  salary . 308.00 

Boots  and  shoes .  42.67 

Fuel .  ‘  3.25 

Printing .  15.00 

Postage .  7.75 

Loans .  14.00 

Express .  .55 

Associated  Charities . 100.00 

Cash  on  hand . 360.06 

- $1,383.20 


E.  W.  CLARK,  Treasurer. 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  accounts  of 
E.  W.  Clark,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Jamaica  Plain  Friendly 
Society,  from  October  i,  1884,  to  date,  and  that  the  same 
are  correctly  kept,  and  that  the  payments  therein  are  properly 
vouched,  and  that  the  Treasurer  charges  himself  as  of  date 
with  a  balance  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  six 
cents  ($360.06). 

CHARLES  P.  BOWDITCH,  Auditor. 
Boston,  September  30,  1885. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  JAMAICA  PLAIN  FRIENDLY 
SOCIETY  FOR  1885-86. 

President:  Rev.  S.  U.  Shearman. 

Vice-Presidents:  Mr.  Charles  P.  Bowditch,  Mr.  Charles 
B.  Cumings,  Mr.  C.  E.  Guild,  Mrs.  D.  S.  Greenough,  Rev. 
George  M.  Boynton,  Rev.  William  Bradley. 

Secretary:  Miss  Caroline  E.  Chickering. 

Treasurer:  Mr.  E.  W.  Clark. 

Assistant  Treasurer:  Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse. 

Executive  Committee:  Dr.  George  Faulkner,  Chairman; 
Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry,  Rev.  Charles  F.  Dole,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Frothing- 
ham,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Wood,  Mrs.  Charles  E.  Guild. 

VISITORS  FOR  THE  PRESENT  YEAR. 

District  1,  west  of  Centre  Street ;  visitor,  Miss  E.  C.  Morse, 
Prince  Street;  associate,  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Boynton,  Chestnut 
Avenue. 

District  2,  vicinity  of  horse-railroad  station;  visitor,  Mrs. 
Dwight  Foster,  Greenough  Avenue;  associate,  Mr.  Patrick 
McMorrow,  Forest  Hills  Street. 

District  3,  vicinity  of  Forest  Hills  station;  visitor,  Mrs. 
A.  D.  Weld,  Forest  Hills  Street;  associate,  Dr.  A.  H.  Eayrs. 
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District  4,  Canterbury,  Mount  Hope  division  ;  visitors,  Miss 
Faulkner,  Rockwood  Street;  Miss  Chickering,  Green  Street; 
associate,  Dr.  Faulkner. 

District  5,  Canterbury  Street;  visitor,  Mrs.  H.  D.  Morse, 
Pond  Street ;  associate,  Dr.  Gerry. 

District  6,  Canterbury,  eastern  division ;  visitor,  Mrs. 
Alfred  Stebbins,  Walk  Hill  Street;  associate,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Guild. 

District  7,  Washington  Street,  and  territory  lying  east 
thereof;  visitors,  Mrs.  N.  S.  Wakefield,  Beethoven  Street, 
and  Mrs.  Austin  B.  French,  Seaverns  Avenue ;  associate, 
Dr.  E.  P.  Gerry. 

District  8,  Keyes  Street;  visitor,  Mrs.  James  Low,  Forest 
Hills  Street;  associate,  Dr.  H.  C.  Ernst. 

District  9,  Carolina  Avenue,  Child  Street,  etc. ;  visitor, 
Miss  Davis,  at  Dr.  Wood’s,  Revere  Street ;  associate,  Mr. 
Chas.  B.  Cumings,  Greenough  Avenue. 

District  10,  Starr  Street,  Union  Avenue,  and  vicinity; 
visitors,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Waldo,  Centre  Street,  and  Mrs.  C.  B. 
Cumings,  Greenough  Avenue;  associate,  Rev.  C.  F.  Dole. 

District  11,  Green,  Lamartine,  Chestnut  Streets,  etc.; 
visitor,  Mrs.  James  Lee,  Story  Place;  associate.  Rev.  S.  U. 
Shearman. 

District  12,  Boylston  Avenue  and  Green  Street  to  Wash¬ 
ington  Street;  visitors,  Miss  Jaques,  Cedar  Avenue,  and  Mrs. 
Samuel  G.  Thaxter,  Sigourney  Street;  associate,  Dr.  H.  C. 
Ernst. 

District  13,  Spring  Park,  Sheridan  Avenue,  etc. ;  visitor, 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Smith,  Burr  Street;  associate,  Rev.  Wm.  Bradley. 

District  14,  east  of  Boylston  Avenue,  from  Green  Street  to 
Egleston  Square ;  visitor,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Butler,  A  Street,  near 
Boylston  Street;  associate,  Mr.  George  W.  Fowle. 


SOLICITORS  FOR  THE  PRESENT  YEAR. 


District  No.  i. 


9  9 

9  9 


9  9 

9  9 


2. 

3- 

4- 

5- 
6. 

7- 

8. 

9- 

10. 

1 1. 
12. 

13- 

14- 

15- 


Miss  Charlotte  Bowditch. 
Miss  Ellen  C.  Morse. 
Miss  Mary  Faulkner. 

Miss  Florence  Seaver. 
Miss  Bethiah  Curtis. 

Miss  Evelyn  Burge. 

Miss  Mollie  Walker. 

Miss  Eleanor  Guild. 

Mrs.  S.  G.  Thaxter. 

Miss  Frances  Harris. 
Miss  Sarah  Hamilton. 
Miss  Eva  Broughton. 
Mrs.  E.  P.  Butler. 

Mrs.  S.  U.  Shearman. 
Mrs.  T.  W.  Seaverns. 


